
Scattergories 3 

Questions by Will Nediger and Jaimie Carlson 

Round 8 

1. A 2018 Michael Maguire essay from Post45 includes an interactive map of the “literary economy” 

of these texts. George Orwell’s “In Defence of the Novel” calls these texts “disgusting tripe” and 

disdainfully quotes one from the Sunday Times. A certain “Miss Belinda” is depicted “in the act of” 

producing one of these texts in the book Are You a Bromide? by Gelett Burgess, who coined the 

name for these texts. A Tumblr is devoted to collecting examples of these texts by Gary (*) 

Shteyngart, who has written over 150 of them. A letter from Ralph Waldo Emerson to Walt Whitman was the 

source of the line “I greet you at the beginning of a great career,” which became the first text of this type 

when it was stamped in gold leaf on the spine of Leaves of Grass. For 10 points, name these endorsements that 

often appear on the jackets of books. 

ANSWER: blurbs 

<WN> 

2. A man whose English name misleadingly refers to this quality was an Oglala chief who negotiated 

for the Sioux Nation after the Wounded Knee Massacre and fought in Red Cloud’s War. A person 

most famous for exhibiting this quality had a dream about two giraffes, one of which was big and 

one of which was crumpled. In a 2013 documentary short, Eric Berry of the Kansas City Chiefs 

recounts the childhood event that led him to have this quality. A person most famous for exhibiting 

this quality later became an (*) opera producer and was named Herbert Graf. This quality is attributed to 

jealousy over the arrival of a younger sister and the unwillingness of her parents to explain her conception in 

“Analysis of a Phobia in a Five-Year-Old Boy,” Sigmund Freud’s case study of Little Hans. For 10 points, 

name this fear also known as equinophobia. 

ANSWER: fear of horses [or being afraid of horses; accept hippophobia; accept equinophobia before 

mentioned; accept Young-Man-Afraid-Of-His-Horses] 

<WN> 

3. A composer with this surname used the rhythm of the juba dance as the basis for the third 

movement of her C minor third symphony, which was commissioned by the Works Progress 

Administration. This is the surname of the first African-American woman to have a symphony 

performed by a major orchestra, whose first name is Florence. A singer with this surname premiered 

Hermit Songs by Samuel Barber, who wrote the role of (*) Cleopatra in Antony and Cleopatra specifically 

for her. That singer with this surname married William Warfield after they starred together in the 1952 

touring production of Porgy and Bess. A soprano with this surname was the first African-American to become 

a prima donna at the Met Opera. For 10 points, identify this surname of the opera singer Leontyne. 

ANSWER: Price 

<WN> 

 

 



4. An artist who claimed that he would line the U.S.-Mexico border with houses in this shape, 

Armando Muñoz Garcia, built a house in this shape which indicates the location of Tijuana. Another 

artist who lived in a similar mirror-filled sculpture in the Tarot Garden built a house in this shape 

which had the motto “Honi soit qui mal y pense” [oh-nee swah kee mahl ee PAHNSS] by the door. 

Jean Tinguely built a mechanical brain inside that piece, which also included a playground slide, a 

movie theater, a sandwich vending machine, and a (*) milk bar. That brightly colored “cathedral,” 

HON, was developed by Niki de Saint Phalle based on her dancing Nana sculptures, which have this form. 

Six sculptures in this form are used to support a porch on the Erechtheion. For 10 points, name this type of 

sculpted figure which acts as a column in a caryatid [CARE-ee-AH-tid]. 

ANSWER: female body [or female statue; accept woman’s body; accept doll before “tarot”; anti-prompt 

on caryatid before mention] 

<JC> 

Note to players: Two answers required. 

5. The five-year-old narrator, who is from one of these two countries, recounts her mother’s 

relationships with men like Pedro Patchbottom and Bilal in the other country in the novel Hideous 

Kinky by Esther Freud. The dinner party in Top Girls ends with an explorer from one of these 

countries bragging about being the only European woman to have seen the emperor of the other 

country. While staying in one of these countries with a man with a missing front tooth who had shot 

himself in the (*) foot to get out of the army, a character hesitates to return to the other country even when 

he learns that his mother has died. A narrator from one of these countries travels to the other country to find 

his alcoholic friend living with a German sergeant named Kurt, though that friend ultimately ends up in a 

monastery in nearby Tunisia. For 10 points, Sebastian Flyte flees from what European country to what 

African country in Brideshead Revisited? 

ANSWER: United Kingdom and Kingdom of Morocco [accept Great Britain instead of “United 

Kingdom”] 

<WN> 

6. This Spanish term titles a 1942 film based on a novel that Francisco Franco wrote under the 

pseudonym Jaime de Andrade. This term names a bilingual newspaper spearheaded by members of 

the East L.A. Thirteen between 1967 and 1977. The activist group MEChA [MAY-chah] has 

controversially used the slogan “For [this term] everything, outside of [this term] nothing.” The 

advocacy group UnidosUS [oo-“KNEE-dose-U.S.”] used to be called the “National Council” of this 

term. October 12 is celebrated as the “day of” this term in parts of Latin America, corresponding 

with (*) Columbus Day in the U.S. This term was popularized by José Vasconcelos [vahss-cone-SAY-lohss], 

who used it to describe a “cosmic” group that he predicted would result from miscegenation in Latin 

America. For 10 points, name this Spanish word used to refer to a Hispanophone ethno-racial identity, which 

literally means “race.” 

ANSWER: La Raza [prompt on race] 

<WN> 

 

 



7. In the very last section of Reasons and Persons, Derek Parfit argues that the outcome of this type 

of event would be much worse than most people think. The Ninian Smart paper which introduced 

the term “negative utilitarianism” imagines a benevolent ruler who can cause this type of event. 

Frank Lantz created a video game based on the “paperclip maximizer” thought experiment, which 

ends with this type of event. The Stoics referred to this type of event as (*) ekpyrosis [eck-puh-ROW-sis], 

and believed that it happened periodically. David Hume wrote that “it is not contrary to reason to prefer” this 

event “to the scratching of my finger.” According to Nick Bostrom, artificial intelligence poses an “existential 

risk,” meaning it might lead to this event. For 10 points, name this event which would lead to the end of all 

human suffering, but at a great cost. 

ANSWER: destruction of the world [accept any answer about the entire world or universe being destroyed 

or humanity becoming extinct; accept exploding the world; accept world-conflagration; prompt on fire or 

nuclear war or technological singularity or intelligence explosion by asking “What’s the ultimate result of 

that?”] 

<WN> 

8. In a novel named after this food, James writes a quiz called “Jesus the Carpenter” with questions 

like “How would you rate Jesus on over-all workmanship?” A character named after this food uses 

mirror writing to write a letter saying “dear mom cut the crap.” In Jonathan Lethem’s Motherless 

Brooklyn, Kimmery tells Lionel Essrog that this product is manufactured in two different places with 

very different quality control. A novel named after this food ends with a “Key for Speed Readers, 

Nonclassicists, Etc.” which connects its characters to characters from the (*) Theseus myth. This food 

provides the nickname of Christine Clark, who goes to New York to search for her father only to discover 

that there are dozens of people named Sam Schwartz in the phone book. For 10 points, a cult-classic novel 

by Fran Ross about a half-black, half-white character is named after what type of cookie? 

ANSWER: Oreo cookies [prompt on sandwich cookies] 

<WN> 

9. A mathematical statement named after one of these objects in Latin is also called Elefuga, which 

Roger Bacon claimed came from a Latin phrase meaning “flight of wretches,” which is the source of 

Chaucer’s use of the phrase “flemyng of wreches” [“Fleming of wretches”] in Troilus and Criseyde. 

A so-called “mathematical” one of these objects is apocryphally said to have been made by Isaac 

Newton, who actually died 22 years before James Essex constructed it. Proclus pointed out that 

Euclid gave an unnecessarily complicated proof of a result named after one of these objects, which 

states that the angles opposite the equal sides of an (*) isosceles triangle are also equal, and is named 

after one of these objects “of asses.” Upon discovering the quaternions, William Rowan Hamilton carved the 

relevant equation into one of these objects. A problem named for these objects has a negative solution 

because of the presence of four nodes of odd degree. For 10 points, Leonhard Euler [“oiler”] pioneered 

graph theory with his solution to a problem about seven of what objects in Königsberg? 

ANSWER: bridges [prompt on pons] 

<WN> 

 

 



10. This term names a computer vision startup for furniture ordering. In one novel, Mahmoud claims 

that if he made a stew of another character, the stew would perform this action. This term may have 

been influenced by one used by William Tenn in “Venus and the Seven Sexes.” A character claims 

that he cannot perform this action because he is “only an egg” and attempts to do this after sitting 

on the bottom of Jubal Harshaw’s pool without breathing. This term is most famously used by the 

leader of a (*) polyamorous cult who declares “Thou art God” and that “all that [performs this action] is 

God” before being killed by a mob. This term has been adapted by computer science culture to describe fully 

comprehending a piece of code. In its original context, it means “to drink” and is used by the Martian 

Michael Valentine. For 10 points, name this term coined by Robert Heinlein in Stranger in a Strange Land which 

means “to understand.” 

ANSWER: grokking 

<JC> 

11. This theory was introduced in a 1949 paper by Justin O’Brien titled for an “ambiguous” 

character. A key component of this theory is the idea that a character is based on Alfred Agostinelli, 

a chauffeur and secretary whose death in an airplane accident is echoed in the events of a novel. Eve 

Kosofsky Sedgwick criticized this theory on the grounds that it is not often applied to “Andrée, 

Esther, Léa” or “the laundresses or shop girls with whom” another character has connections, and 

argues that this theory would require the eclipse of the (*) “inversion” trope in the novel in question. 

This theory involves removing three letters from the name of a character whom the narrator suspects of 

lesbianism and whose disappearance is the subject of the volume The Fugitive or The Sweet Cheat Gone. For 10 

points, name this theory which suggests that the character of Albertine from In Search of Lost Time is actually a 

coded expression of Proust’s homosexuality. 

ANSWER: Proust’s transposition of sexes [or Proust’s transposition of sexes; or the theory that 

Albertine should be read as male; or the theory that Albertine is really Albert; accept answers indicating that 

a character or characters in Proust (or Remembrance of Things Past or In Search of Lost Time or À la 

recherche du temps perdu are gender-swapped] 

<WN> 

12. An actor with this stage name played a character who, along with his son, kills and eats a talking 

crow because it continually spouts boring philosophy. In a scene from The World Is Yours, Lamya 

gives a karaoke performance of a song by a band with this name. Thomas Van Hasebroeck imagines 

himself as a “hero” of this name in a film by the Belgian director Jaco Van Dormael. Pier Paolo 

Pasolini’s The (*) Hawks and the Sparrows stars an actor with this stage name, a wildly popular Italian 

comedian nicknamed “the Prince of laughter.” In a 1939 film, a performer known only as Terry played a 

character of this name who is carried off in a basket by his nemesis, Miss Gulch. That character of this name 

is the subject of the line “And your little dog, too!” For 10 points, give this name of Dorothy’s dog in The 

Wizard of Oz. 

ANSWER: Toto [or Totò] (The scene from The World Is Yours involves a karaoke performance of “Africa.”) 

<WN> 

 

 



Note to moderator: Obviously, you shouldn’t pronounce the arrows in the first sentence. 

13. Two of these shapes unusually appear in the title of the painting Mural from the Temple of 

Longing ↖Thither↗. The 1922 painting Greeting prominently features three of these shapes, two of 

them in red at the bottom and one of them in blue at the top. Two of these shapes appear at the 

center of the painting Separation in the Evening. In the title of another painting by the same artist, 

“birds swooping down” are paired with these shapes. A red flag and a red one of these shapes 

appear next to a stylized face at the top left of the painting Around the (*) Fish. According to the 

Pedagogical Sketchbook, “the father of [this shape] is the thought: how do I expand my reach?” For 10 points, 

name this shapes whose frequent appearance in Paul Klee’s [“clays”] work is often interpreted as a reference 

to the use of weapons called flechettes [fleh-SHETS] during World War I. 

ANSWER: arrows 

<WN> 

14. In a play whose title starts with this word, soldiers wear white Pierrot costumes with black ruffs 

instead of wearing military uniforms. A play whose title starts with this word began with Samuel 

Beckett’s Breath as a prologue until Beckett withdrew his permission for its use. For a play whose 

title starts with this word, John Lennon wrote a scene in which George keeps thinking about the 

Lone Ranger during a group masturbation session with three other men. This is the first word in the 

title of a satire of World War I developed by (*) Joan Littlewood and the Theatre Workshop. A play 

whose title starts with this word ends with the entire company dancing in the nude, accompanied by 

voiceovers imagining the thoughts of the audience members. For 10 points, the title of a theatrical revue 

about sex created by Kenneth Tynan consists of what word followed by “Calcutta”? 

ANSWER: oh [accept Oh, What a Lovely War! or Oh! Calcutta!] 

<WN> 

15. A linguist with this surname collaborated with Alan Prince on a paper introducing the metrical 

theory of stress-pattern assignment. A linguist with this surname maintains the blog The Oxford 

Etymologist. Another linguist with this surname collaborated with Ignatius Mattingly on a 1985 

paper revising the motor theory of speech perception, which he had introduced as the lead author of 

a 1967 paper on “perception of the speech code.” A University of Pennsylvania linguist with this 

surname directs the Linguistic (*) Data Consortium. A blog post by that linguist with this surname 

inspired Geoffrey Pullum to coin the term “eggcorn”; that linguist collaborated with Pullum on the book Far 

from the Madding Gerund. For 10 points, identify this surname of the phonetician Mark, who founded Language 

Log. 

ANSWER: Liberman [accept Anatoly Liberman or Alvin Liberman or Mark Liberman] 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



16. One of this artist’s works includes a headless green figure with three balloons sprouting out of its 

neck. This artist’s wife showed a woman with an abstract metallic face and human hair in Small 

Portrait, and depicted scaffolding in a post-apocalyptic landscape in Tomorrow is Never. This 

artist’s wife depicted a massive number of blank canvases in The Answer is No before committing 

suicide. The title objects of one of this artist’s paintings are connected by thin strands and include a 

white-and-pink plank and a twisted pink (*) amorphous spire. A large black mass with a fuzzy brown 

stick looms on the right side of one of this man’s paintings. This husband of Kay Sage painted Mama, Papa is 

Wounded! and The Furniture of Time. For 10 points, name this French surrealist whose works often feature blobs 

on dismal beach-like landscapes.  

ANSWER: (Raymond Georges) Yves Tanguy 

<JC> 

17. The singular version of this poem’s title is the name of a book by John Wesley promoting the use 

of electric shock therapy. Pierre Trudeau quoted this poem’s line about how “the universe is 

unfolding as it should” after his government lost its majority in the 1972 Canadian election. This 

poem notes that “with all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.” This 

poem begins with a command to “go (*) placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace 

there may be in silence.” Because it was included in a booklet with the inscription “Old Saint Paul’s Church, 

Baltimore, 1692,” people often mistakenly think this poem was written by an anonymous author in 1692, but 

it was actually written in 1927 by Max Ehrmann. For 10 points, name this devotional poem whose name 

means “things that are desired.” 

ANSWER: “Desiderata” 

<WN> 

18. When Herr Klesmer plays a “thunderous chord” on the piano during an instance of this activity 

in Daniel Deronda, a panel flies open to reveal a horrifying painting of a dead face. Three instances 

of this activity at a party held to celebrate the engagement of Charlotte’s daughter Luciane are 

described in a chapter of Goethe’s Elective Affinities. An instance of this activity prompts Ned Van 

Alstyne to creepily note “I never knew till tonight what an outline [the protagonist] has.” Despite 

Gerty Farish’s running commentary, an instance of this activity stirs the imagination of (*) Lawrence 

Selden until the culminating moment, which elicits a gasp from the entire audience. At a party hosted by the 

Wellington Brys in The House of Mirth, Lily Bart participates in this activity with a representation of Joshua 

Reynolds’s portrait of Mrs. Lloyd. For 10 points, name this popular Victorian entertainment in which women 

would pose in imitation of classical scenes or paintings. 

ANSWER: tableaux vivants 

<WN> 

 

 

 

 



19. A museum named after this type of structure includes a shell which can retract to create a 

performance space called The McCourt. Buildings whose “systems of space and structure are 

directly at the service of program” are named after this type of structure and are contrasted with 

buildings whose “space, structure, and program are submerged and distorted by an overall symbolic 

form” in a 1972 book. C. Northcote Parkinson illustrated his “law of triviality” with the example of a 

(*) committee spending more time talking about the design of one of these structures than the design of a 

nuclear power plant. A cultural center in Hudson Yards, Manhattan that opened in 2019 is named after this 

type of structure. The book Learning from Las Vegas contrasts “ducks” with “decorated” structures of this type. 

For 10 points, name these simple structures often found in backyards and used to store equipment. 

ANSWER: sheds [accept bike sheds] 

<WN> 

20. When Antoine Licas stole this sculpture and broke it up for its scrap value, he was sentenced to 

hard labor for life, which was reduced to a mere 20 years on appeal. A legend about this sculpture’s 

inspiration involves Duke Godfrey III being placed into a basket during an 1142 battle. This 

sculpture designed by the father of François Quesnoy is often dressed in (*) costume, with the 

schedule of different costumes posted on the railings surrounding it. This sculpture is traditionally said to 

have been triumphantly restored to its pedestal after it survived a devastating 1695 bombardment which 

destroyed the nearby Grand Place [grah PLASS]. This sculpture’s female counterpart is named “Jeanneke.” 

For 10 points, name this sculpture in Brussels of a boy urinating into a fountain. 

ANSWER: Manneken Pis [prompt on descriptions like “that sculpture in Brussels of a boy urinating into a 

fountain” 

<WN> 

21. A poem of this type describes an eighteen-year-old “laughing through clouds, his milk-teeth still 

unshed.” Another poem of this type describes journalists saying only “We have served our day.” One 

of these poems is set on “the day when heaven was falling, the hour when earth’s foundations fled.” 

A response to that poem of this type claims “It is a God-damned lie to say that these / Saved, or 

knew, anything worth any man’s pride” and is by Hugh MacDiarmid. That poem of this type states 

“What God abandoned, these defended” and is dedicated to people who “saved the sum of things 

for (*) pay.” One poem in a series of this type answers a question on a “Common Form” by saying “because 

our fathers lied.” Kipling wrote a series of these things “of the War,” and Housman wrote one of these 

poems “on an Army of Mercenaries.” For 10 points, name these short poems dedicated to the dead.  

ANSWER: epitaphs [or “Epitaphs of the War” or “Epitaph on an Army of Mercenaries” or “Another 

Epitaph on an Army of Mercenaries”] 

<JC> 

 

 

 

 



22. This author wrote a rock-and-roll musical about an annoying Hansel and Gretel bothering their 

beleaguered parents and an exasperated witch for her children’s elementary school play. A book by 

this author recounts how her daughter insisted on calling herself “the second Mrs. Ellenoy” and was 

constantly accompanied by her seven imaginary daughters, whose names kept changing. One of this 

author’s stories ends with the revelation that her son invented a fictional child to blame for his bad 

behavior in kindergarten, the titular (*) “Charles.” She wrote about a teenage girl who runs away from her 

rich family, only for them to think she is an imposter when she comes back, in the story “Louisa, Please 

Come Home.” This author included anecdotes about her four children and her book critic husband, Stanley 

Edgar Hyman, in Raising Demons and Life Among the Savages. For 10 points, name this author who described 

children joining in to stone Tessie Hutchinson in “The Lottery.” 

ANSWER: Shirley (Hardie) Jackson 

<JC> 

23. In a poem in this form, the speaker’s ex-girlfriend starts dating an English professor who “does 

not have a drinking problem” and “does not worry about his body,” but who has “never even heard 

of paella.” In that Jonah Winter poem in this form, every line ends in the word “Bob.” A poem in this 

form about a painter who “enjoyed painting the sea’s portrait” but ends up painting nothing at all 

was written by John Ashbery. In another of these poems, a stove says “It was to be” and an almanac 

says “I know what I know.” That poem by Elizabeth (*) Bishop named for this form describes a child 

drawing with a grandmother as it rains outside. Dante called the inventor of this poetic form “il miglior 

fabbro” [eel meel-yor FOB-broh]; that inventor was the Occitan troubadour Arnaut Daniel. Ezra Pound 

wrote one of these things titled “Altaforte.” For 10 points, name this poetic form where permutations of the 

same six key words end the lines of each of six stanzas before a three-line envoi. 

ANSWER: sestinas 

<JC> 

Note to players: Physical position and location required, such as “Doing a handstand in front of a window.” 

24. In the last scene of the film The Age of Innocence, light reflecting from a window prompts a 

flashback of Newland seeing Ellen in this specific position. At the end of Dark City, Murdoch leaves 

the city to find Emma in this position. An unnamed man played by Davos Hanich is obsessed with a 

childhood memory of seeing a woman played by Hélène Chatelain in this position. Dark City and 

House of Sand and Fog are two of the three unrelated movies which happen to feature a scene in 

which (*) Jennifer Connelly’s character is in this position. The title of an acclaimed science fiction short by 

Chris Marker refers to a scene in which a woman is seen in this position. For 10 points, Harry daydreams of 

seeing Marion wearing a red dress in what position in a recurring image from Requiem for a Dream? 

ANSWER: standing at the end of a pier [prompt on partial answers; prompt on standing on a beach; accept 

standing and looking at the water/ocean/lake/etc.; accept jetty or dock or quay or wharf instead of 

“pier”; accept airport observation platform instead of “pier” since the jetty in La Jetée serves as one] 

<WN> 

 

 



TB. A man who runs a park dedicated to this activity dies “trying to change [his killer], trying so 

hard, and feeling only hate and hate, solid as stone.” That man has to fire an ornithologist and has a 

nightmare about a severed hand rising out of his chili. A man accidentally knocks over a bridge 

while attempting to show Mrs. Bridget the results of this action. A man’s awkward attempts to reach 

for his opposite coat pocket remind another character of this activity, leading him to whistle 

Lillabullero when he is admonished for it. A place dedicated to this activity is haunted by ghosts and 

menaced by (*) gangs which the murderous vigilante Sam is hired to fight off. A character who tries to woo 

the widow Wadman acquires a “round and a half of ground” to take up this activity because of his wounded 

groin and is helped in it by Trim. This activity is the “hobby horse” of Uncle Toby in Tristram Shandy. For 10 

points, name this activity which is performed in George Saunders’s CivilWarLand in Bad Decline.  

ANSWER: war reenacting [accept descriptions or equivalents; accept “building fortifications” or 

“building models of battlegrounds”] 

<JC> 


